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Whilst cordially inviting c o w  

munications upon all subiecta 
f o r  these columns, we wish i t  
t o  be distinctly UndeTStOOd 
that we do not IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves responsible f o r  
the opinions expressed b y  our 
correspondents. 

I 
‘ SYMBOLICAL EXPRESSION. 

TO the Editor of the (‘ British Journal of Nursing.” 
% D ~ A R  MADAN,-+ am sorry tha t  the  facts conoern- 
ing the approaching Nursing Pageant should hiwe 
been so distorted in some quarters as t o  give an 
entirely wfrong impression regarding its scope and 
tendency. The Church Pageant, which proved a 
great success, and a great stimulus to interest in  
matters connected with +he Ghurch of England, 
was, unless my memory misleads me, attacked in 
the same manner. 

The practice of presenting serious, moral, and 
even religious subjects through symbolical 
pageants is very, very old, and certainly does not 
mean that they are approached in a flippant 
spirit. None who saw the drama of life, death, 
sin, and virtue represented in  “ Everyman,’’ but 
must appreciate bhe vilue of .the symbolical expres- 
sion of emotion and of conduct tha t  appeals s o  

As the  one responsible for the words, I can un- 
hesitatingly say that, however nnmort.hy they may 
be, there is not onc scntence tha t  could offend the 
mosc sensitive feelings. 

I he1 convinced tha t  the attempt. t o  present 
pictorially a niovcnient of such moment i n  the  
Nursing World mil l  be both snccecssful and inter- 
esting. Anything t o  get away from mere wordy 
warfare; vit.11 Illadanie Necliar one is inclined to 
say : 
i i  Sick am I of idle words, past all reconciling, 

Words tha t  weary and perples, and pander and 

I welcome the return to a simpler mode of es- 
pression, dra1vn froin a simpler age, that  with a 
truor artistic feeling than ours worked in any 
medium tlilnt most easily and most clearly expressed 
tlio emotion tha t  produced the desired effect and 
taught the needcd lesson. 

. .  . strongly to some natures. 

conceal.” 

TTTisliing the  Pageant wery ~UCCCSS, 
I remtiin, 

Tours fait.hfnlly, 
31. 1\TOLLETT. 

Royal South H:iuts and Southampton Hospital. 

[The Eact t ha t  the Nursing Pageant is being 
organised by the National Council of Trained 
Nurses is d l i c i en t  guarante0 of its ethical stan- 
da.r,rd.-En.] 

OUR FAVOURITE NOVEL PRIZE. 
To t h e  Editor of t h  ‘ I  British Journal of &“urSiW.” 

DnAR Ifm.iaI,-It was a great surpr,ise to me to 
receive th0 cheque to-night for 5s.-thanB you for 
sending it to  me. Though I know ‘ I  The Dop 

- 

59 

Doctor” is a great favourite, I hardly hoped 
my letter mould be the lucky first. 

Yours very sincerely, 
A. GERTRUDE LAYTON. 

THE PUBLIC ESTIMATION OF NURSING. 
To the Editor of the “British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR MADaix,-Another example of the publio 
estimate of nursing. I had a brass plate cue and 
prepared. Before affixing it I went t o  the Duke of 
Westminster’s agents (The Cubitt Estate T’rustem) 
t:, ask the formal permission. It was blankly re- 
fused. I asked, i‘ Why, then, would ~ Q U  allow a 
doctor’s brass plate up ? ” The agent, typical of his 
class, answered pahonisingly, “ Oh I that  is a pro- 
fesaion, but we can’t allow advertisements1 )’ If 
+he public regard us in bhat light they certainly 
deserve t o  do Tpitllout us in times of sickness. But 
this sort of thing will go on till nursing takes its 
proper place a s  a registered profession. May your 
cfforts in supp0r.t d registration succeed soon. 

Yours, etc., 
GLADTS TATHAM. 8 

A RASH REMARK. 
To the Editor of t h e  “ British Journal of A7ursinn.” 

DEAR &fADAX;-I was very glad to  &e attention 
drawn in the Journal to .the practice which 
I fear is very prevalent of speaking before patients 
of their condition, and of other things also, a6 if 
they were Gtone deaf. I think nurses oannot he 
too careful what they say before their p?tients, 
and I always t ry  t o  impress this upon any who 
work in  the  ward in which I ani Sister. I lmve 
seen serious harm result from thoughtless remarks 
made before patients. 

May I be allowed to thank you, as a subscriber 
for many yews to the  BRITISH JOURNAL or NTJRS- 
INQ for its professional tone, .and for the high 
standard of ethics and conduct always advocated 
in its columns. It is a meekly pleasure +o me, be- 
sides whiah it keeps me up-to-date in  practical 
nursing matters. I greatly appreciate some of the  
lectures vhich appear in its columns, ancl generallg 
pass them on to  the nurses in the marcl who find 
tliem a p e a t  help. 

I am, dear Madam, 
Yours faithfully, 

HOSPIT.IL SISTER. 

rnotfccs, - 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The Editor will at all times be p l e d  t o  consider 
articles of a suitable nature for insertion in this 
Journal-those on practical nursing are. specially 
invited. 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITION. 
Rules for competing for ou,r Prize Compotitiyt 

The remaining competitions for J a n u a q  arp : - 
Jnnuarii ,IZst.-“ Describe the Happiest Hour 

will be found, on page xii. 

_ _  
of Tour Life.“ 

Jantcar?~ BSth.--“ Describe a Baby’s Cries and 
what they indicate.” 

be from 300 to  500 words i n  length. 
I n  each case the answer of the competitor should 
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